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A twisted I-beam from the ruins of New York City's World Trade Center will become part of a memorial that echoes the twin 
towers that collapsed during terrorist attacks nearly a decade ago.

The design of a memorial to honor those responding to the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks was unveiled at Montana State University 
Billings College of Technology on Wednesday afternoon.

It features two 16-foot tall, rectangular steel tube towers set in a raised, circular planter 12-foot in diameter.

The I-beam set at the base of the towers will be raised slightly so visitors easily can touch it, said Tim Urbaniak, a COT 
faculty member who helped design the memorial.

"The whole idea was to encourage hands on the piece," said Jason McGimpsey, a MSU Billings staff member who also was 
in on designing the project.

Red, white and blue flowers will be planted below the towers, which will be illuminated from the ground at night.

Visitors, who will look down at the artifact, will have their eyes drawn up by the towers, Urbaniak said.

The memorial will be surrounded by benches where visitors can sit and reflect on the events of 9/11, university officials said.
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The memorial is dedicated to members of the armed services, firefighters, police and emergency medical personnel who 
responded on 9/11, as well as those who died in the attacks and after.

COT instructors Elizabeth Fullon and Gary Edwards came up with the idea for the memorial and organized the project.

The 6-foot, 600-pound chunk of I-beam was donated to MSU Billings by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 
and driven to Montana by Edwards in May.

The permanent memorial will be built in front of COT's Health Science Building at 3803 Central Ave. and available to the 
public.

The $75,000 cost of the memorial will be paid for through in-kind donations of materials and labor from several local 
businesses as well as other donations, said Bill Gottwals, who heads the fund-raising effort. He still is looking for major 
donors.

COT welding instructor Bob Blackwell will make the two towers in the next couple of weeks.

Construction of the memorial is expected to start about July 1 and finish in time to be dedicated Sept. 11, the 10th anniversary 
of the attacks on New York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.

The three Billings Exchange Clubs also are helping with the project. The clubs' Healing Field program that will display 1,000 
American Flags will be at the COT over the Sept. 11 weekend, said Kris Koessl, an exchange club member.

The clubs raise money through people donating money to have a flag flown in someone's honor.

Some of those donations this year will go to build the 9/11 memorial and set up MSU Billings scholarships.

The I-beam will be on display in Glendive's Fireman Park on Friday from 3 to 6 p.m. and at the Miles City fire station 
Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

MSU Billings also will collect oral histories of what Montanans remember of 9/11, said Brian Kmec, a part-time history 
instructor who directs the project.
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