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School fundraiser honors 9/11 victims
By: Lara Greenberg

It's been 10 years since the World Trade Center collapsed, leaving thousands with nothing but memories of their loved ones. But St. Mary 

Our Mother School in Horseheads found a special way to remember those victims. Our Lara Greenberg has more.

HORSEHEADS, N.Y. -- Peeling wood and play equipment lie in piles at St. Mary Our Mother School, where parent volunteers are raising 

money for a new playground. 

"It's 26 years old. In the last three years alone, we've had seven of our own students at the school break bones. That doesn't include 

stitches and bruises and cuts and slips and falls."

"I've gotten like about 25 slivers and splinters and I fell off a few things," said John Gough, a fifth grader at the school.

New, safer equipment will cost $120,000. And volunteers are raising money in a unique way.

"We're in the process of promoting the Healing Field event which is a 9/11 10th anniversary memorial. It's a flag memorial that we'll have 

here on the field," said Carol Gough, the Healing Field project coordinator.

And this is the field where all the memorial ceremonies will take place. Two thousand American flags will cover the grass as people come 

together to remember the lives that were lost that day. 

The flags are now on sale. Those who buy them will take them home after the ceremony. And the money goes toward the playground. 

Already, a third of the 2,000 flags have been sold.

"It's reminiscent of how we came together after September 11th. Ten years later, the versatility, the forgiveness of people, it's showing 

again," said principal Marilyn Zinn.

But for the children who were just newborns when the attacks happened, there's a different kind of emotion: Excitement.

"I heard we're gonna get some bigger slides. It's going to be a lot safer. And it's going to be a lot of fun," said Gough.

Construction on the playground is expected to start in October.

If you'd like to buy a flag or donate to the cause, call (607) 739-9157 or head over to www.healingfield.org/horseheads.
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