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RACINE - People walking through a veritable sea 
of American flags, flying proudly along Racine's 
lakefront throughout Memorial Day weekend. 
That's the scene the Racine Scouts Drum and 
Bugle Corps is planning to create through a new 
community event called the Healing Field of 
Southeast Wisconsin. 

Originated as a way to visualize and comprehend 
the sheer enormity of human loss that occurred 
during the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, a 
"Healing Field" is a display of hundreds, if not 
thousands, of American flags flying in unison, 
with each one representing something of 
significance. Its general purpose is to raise 
community awareness about important issues and 
to honor lives lost and sacrifices made. 

The original Healing Field, in Sandy, Utah, had 
one flag for each victim of the Sept. 11 attacks. 

The Racine Scouts' Healing Field will be set up in 
Pershing Park on May 27-30 to honor veterans 
who have fought for our country's freedom, 
according to Andrea Birbilis, manager for the 

drum and bugle corps. And members of the community are being invited to help create the field 
by purchasing a flag. Proceeds from the flag sale will benefit the Racine Scouts, which is the 
oldest continually competitive drum corps in North America. 

Each $50 purchase includes a 

3-by-5-foot, American made flag, a 5-foot pole, a standard and, if desired, a certificate which can 
be designated to honor someone. When the field is taken down, on the evening of Memorial Day, 
those who purchased flags can keep them for their own use, Birbilis said. 

 

Visitors walk through a field of flags 
at a Healing Field n Auburn, N.Y., on Memorial 
Day weekend in 2010. A similar event will take 
place from May 27-30 in Racine at Pershing 
Park. / Photo courtesy of Andrea Birbilis  

HOW TO HELP 

Flags for Racine’s Healing Field can be 
ordered through the Racine Scouts Drum & 
Bugle Corps website at www.racinescouts.com. 
If you are unable to order online, you may also 
order by calling the Racine Scouts at  
(262) 331-3092. 
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"We'd love to see some of those same flags displayed at homes along the route when we come 
marching down Main Street in the Fourth of July Parade," she said. 

The corps plans to open its Healing Field with a 90-minute musical program on Friday evening, 
May 27, featuring the U.S. Navy Band Great Lakes. The field of flags will be open to the public 
throughout the weekend, free of charge, Birbilis said. More about this event will be featured in 
The Journal Times' Out & About section in May. 

Since the original Healing Field was set up in Utah on the first anniversary of 9/11, hundreds of 
such displays have been created in communities across the country for a variety of occasions and 
purposes. They are coordinated by the Colonial Flag Foundation. For more, go to: 
www.healingfield.org 
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