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Dear Patriot:

This year, National Patriot Day has special significance as it marks the tenth anniversary 
of the tragedy on 9/11. Rockford Area Community Endowment is partnering with the
communities of West Michigan to create a Healing Field® to remember and honor the 3,200
victims of 9/11, of which 21 were Michigan residents.

The West Michigan Healing Field is part of a national community program that has occurred
in many cities since September 11, 2001. Our field will display 3,200 American flags at
Cannonsburg Ski Area, one for each life lost, including 21 from Michigan. West Michigan
will be one of only a few cities with such a large display of flags, and as such will garner
extensive community involvement and media attention.

The flag tribute will be on display for five days, September 9 through September 13, 2011.
Special programs are planned for each day, with dignitaries paying tribute and reading
names of those who lost their lives on 9/11. The event is free to the public and serves as a
fundraiser for the West Michigan non-profit organizations that serve our community.

You have a great opportunity to be a part of this event. The West Michigan Healing Field will
be a true community project and one that inspires the nation. Your investment will include
nationwide media exposure that will credit your organization with a commitment to patriotism
and community support.

We hope your company will consider becoming a sponsor at any of the levels outlined. Your
organization may also be interested in pre-purchasing the flags for display or use in your
annual promotional programs.

For more information:
•  Visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/WestMIHealingField
•  Visit our website at www.healingfield.org/west-michigan-2011 
•  Visit YouTube and search ‘healing field’

Take a moment to picture what it will be like to stand amongst 3,200 flags on National Patriot
Day, all set on Cannonsburg’s hill by local Boy Scouts. See yourself paying tribute alongside
thousands of neighbors, veterans, children, and business leaders. It will be a tremendously
moving and inspirational five days, and we look forward to your involvement.

Best regards,

Jenny Waugh
Rockford Construction
Fundraising Chair
616.285.6933
jwaugh@rockfordconstruction.com



Event Details

When: September 9 through September 13, 2011
Visitors welcome 24 hours a day

Where: Cannonsburg Ski Area
6800 Cannonsburg Road, Cannonsburg, MI  49317

Who: Free and open to the general public

What: 3,200 3 feet by 5 feet American flags, posted on 8 foot poles covering 3 acres of land
Each flag is dedicated in memorial to a life lost
Special tribute will be paid to the 21 Michigan victims

Programs: Friday, September 9, 2011 - “A Rise to Glory” 

8:00am to 12:00pm - The flags are raised at an open ceremony 

Saturday, September 10, 2011 - “A Salute to Heroes”

10:00am to 2:00pm - Program to honor rescue personnel and first responders

Sunday, September 11, 2011 - “A Day to Remember”

8:46am - A moment of silence commemorating the crash of American Airlines Flight 11
9:03am - A moment of silence icommemorating the crash of United Airlines Flight 175
9:43am - A moment of silence commemorating the crash of American Airlines Flight 77
10:00am - A moment of silence commemorating the crash of United Airlines Flight 93
12:00pm - Rockford American Legion will hold a Memorial Service honoring the victims of 9/11 

Monday and Tuesday, September 12 and 13, 2011 - “A Lesson Learned”

Students and field trips are welcomed to participate in the 2011 Patriot Day Arts Festival
Students may use any form of expression to pay tribute to those Americans whose lives were lost
Categories include essays, photographs, visual arts and music compositions

Volunteers: To volunteer your services during the five-day program, contact Steve Gerencer at 616.293.9194 or 
steve.gerencer@gmail.com


