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Marge Impellizzeri puts together placards with the names and short 
biographies of those who died in the September 11 attacks at her 
home Tuesday, August 30, near Rockford. The placards will be placed 
on American flags to be placed in the Healing Field 9/11 Memorial. 
Impellizzeri said she started reading every biography but then she said 
it got too hard when she got to the children who died so she had to 
stop. "When it came to the kids, that broke my heart, " Impellizzeri 
said. "But they're in heaven. They got there very fast." 
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GRAND RAPIDS — Marge Impellizzeri’s 

kitchen table is covered in biographies. 

Some are two sentences and some are 

longer, but every victim killed in the Sept. 

11, 2001, terrorist attacks has a biography 

and Impellizzeri has read about half of 

them.

The 80-year-old woman grabs one of the 

placards from the table. It’s 29-year-old 

Brian Terrenzi’s biography and it will be 

attached to one of the 3,200 flags that will 

comprise the Healing Field memorial at 

Cannonsburg Ski Area from Sept. 9 to 13.

Terrenzi was a global network manager. 

He and his wife had recently bought their 

first home when he died in the attacks. His 

wife was pregnant with their first child.

“Now that grabs you,” said Impellizzeri, of Rockford. She reads another one about 44-year-old Glenn 

Thompson, who worked on the 104th floor of the first World Trade Center.

“Can you imagine being on the 104th floor and that plane just went in? He didn’t have a chance ... one of 

3,200,” she said. “I say a prayer for every one of these people. They are all in my heart and they did not 

deserve to die. I try to read them all, but when it comes to the children I have a hard time.”

Impellizzeri said she wouldn’t dare take a penny for the hours of work she has put into making sure the 

placards are perfect for the local memorial.
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IF YOU GO

Honor and Remember” interfaith 9/11 downtown event 

7:15 a.m. Sunrise Scout Salute begins at Gerald R. Ford 

Presidential Museum

8:46 a.m. 9-11 2001 Remembrance Program at the Ford 

Museum

1:30 p.m. Gathering at Cathedral of St. Andrew

2:00 p.m. Cathedral Square interfaith program at Cathedral 

Square

3:00 p.m. Blessing of the vehicles, memorial walk from 

Cathedral Square to Ford Museum

4:00 p.m. “Heroes Honor Program” at Ford Museum

5:00 p.m. Museum 9/11 display closes

8:00 p.m. Sunset Scout Salute closes, candlelight vigil at the 

Ford Museum 

Healing Field at Cannonsburg Ski Area, 6800 Cannonsburg 

Road

Friday, Sept. 9

“Human beings are like that. We tend to put aside things that are painful,” she said. “This is a labor of love 

and it’s what we should all do, and this is how we should all be.

“I think this has changed Americans so much and we have forgotten. We are going back to the lackadaisical 

way of life where we don’t care about each other.”

Locals can sponsor a flag for $75 to take it home after the anniversary. Each flag will come with the 

biography of a victim. About 200 people have volunteered to help construct the Healing Field, but about 

another 200 are needed. The event has the potential of raising $150,000 for local first responders in fire 

departments and rescue teams.

Like most West Michigan residents, Impellizzeri was far away on the day of the attacks, but she is finding a 

way to remember.

The Fr. Tom Tavella, however, remembers 

the dreadful day too well.

He was at the New York City morgues and 

hospitals praying over some of the same 

people whose names will be honored on 

American flags next week. He now lives in 

Grand Rapids.

“I lost a couple of friends and when the 

center went down, my brother and sister-

in-law worked across the street. It was a 

scary day,” said Tavella, the director of 

worship at St. Andrew’s Cathedral. “If we 

don’t heal, if we don’t understand and if 

we don’t learn to forgive, then it will all 

happen again and it is all across the board, 

it doesn’t matter what religion.”

For that reason, the Cathedral has invited 

Ahavas Israel’s Rabbi David Krishef and 

the Islamic Center of West Michigan’s 

Imam Sharif Sahibzada among other 

religious, educational and community 
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8:00 a.m. to noon: “A Rise to Glory.” Volunteers will be 

staking 3,200 individual American flags and the name of each 

victim will be read aloud during this ceremony.

Saturday, Sept. 10

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. “A Salute to Heroes” program will 

honor rescue personnel and first responders.

Sunday, Sept. 11 — “A Day to Remember”

8:46 a.m. — 10 a.m. Moments of silence commemorating the 

crashes of American Airlines Flight 11, United Airlines Flight 

175, American Airlines Flight 77, United Airlines Flight 93

Noon — Rockford American Legion Memorial Service

Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 12 and 13 — “A Lesson Learned”

Students and field trips are welcome to participate in the 2011 

Patriot Day Arts Festival to help them understand and learn 

from an event they may not be old enough to remember.

Visit www.healingfield.org/west-michigan-2011 for volunteer 

information.

leaders for an interfaith day of 

remembrance on Sept. 11.

“The values of this country transcend any 

particular faith,” Krishef said. “When we 

remember Sept. 11, just like 

Thanksgiving, we get together in groups 

that transcend individual religious 

differences and I think it says something 

positive about Grand Rapids.”

The interfaith event begins early Sunday 

at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 

withremembrance programs. It will 

reconvene in the afternoon at the 

cathedral for an interfaith service. At 3 

p.m., the religious leaders will bless 

emergency vehicles before walking 

together from the Cathedral Square back 

to the museum for a candlelight vigil.

“Sept. 11 shocked humanity, but we have 

to come together for peace,” Sahibzada 

said. “There is a common ground, and we 

have to cooperate on all righteous actions. 

We are human beings, not animals living 

in the forest, and we need to live with each other.”

Tavella thinks bridging the gap between religions is necessary for healing.

“If we keep talking violence and revenge, then it is all going to happen again,” he said. “At some point we 

need to stop and heal. It’s important that we have so many different religious figures to be part of it because 

that’s the only way healing is going to take place.”

E-mail Ursula Zerilli: uzerilli@grpress.com
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