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GRAND RAPIDS - Thousands of flags will symbolize each victim who was killed in the Sept. 11 attacks a 

decade ago and a group in West Michigan is asking the community to help create a local memorial.

The Rockford American Legion is hosting a "Volunteer Rush" at 330 Rockford Park Drive in Rockford on 

Tuesday, July 19 to collect helping hands for constructing a "Healing Field" of American flags for a memorial 

at Cannonsburg Ski Area during the second weekend in September.

"We really think it will be an observance that touches a lot of hearts," said Steve Gerencer, the chair of the 

West Michigan Healing Field. "This is to help us remember all of the innocent lives that were lost and 

remember that there are still a lot of people in harms way protecting us."

He said the more people to volunteer, the more awareness the event will create. He said a few hundred 

volunteers are needed to erect 3,200 flags and the more people who can help, the less time it will take. The 

same goes for taking down the memorial.

The flags will be on display from Sept. 9 - 13 on a three-acre site and there will be special events each day 

of the weekend to pay tribute to victims - 21 which are from Michigan - and to local service and military 

people.

"This gives people a way to show their support to the families of victims and to show that as a nation we 

care and as a community we care," said Julie McCauley, of the West Michigan Healing Field.

Besides helping construct the flag field, volunteers are needed for a variety of activities, such as information 

booths and other positions throughout the five-day event.

For more information on visitWest Michigan Healing Field, and volunteers can contact Gerencer at 616-

293-9194 or steve.gerencer@gmail.com. 
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