
 

Huntington cemetery hosts 9/11 “Healing Field” 

By Clark Davis 

September 12, 2011 · Three thousand flags have been 

placed in a Huntington cemetery to 

 commemorate the victims of 9/11.  

 

The Colonial Flag Foundation was formed in 2003 after the 

first Healing Field was set up in Sandy Utah. That first 

event was organized as a way to visualize the enormity of 

human loss that occurred in the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.   

  

The display received national attention and resulted in questions from across the nation 

asking about how they could organize their own Healing Field memorials.  

  

This year marks the first year that Huntington or anywhere else in West Virginia has hosted 

a Healing Field. Karen Lucas visited the site at Spring Hill Cemetery Friday and says the 

enormity of it hit her right away. 

  

“I always like to remember and never lose sight of what took place on that day. This is 

beautiful and I wanted to see it. I had seen pictures, but I wanted to see it in person and I 

was teaching school at that particular time on that particular day and what it meant for me 

and my students,” Lucas said.  

  

The display in Huntington has 3,000 3 foot by 5 foot flags that stand 8 feet tall in rows to 

commemorate the 9/11 anniversary. Kevin Brady is the Executive Director of the Greater 

Huntington Park and Recreation District. He says it seemed like a good way for Huntington 

and the state to recognize the 10th anniversary. 

  

“It’s healing and remembering the 9/11 attacks, it’s for people that have military family in 

Iraq and Afghanistan, for people that first responders that were at 9/11 and for people that 

have generally lost loved ones. It’s got a power that helps them heal,” Brady said.  

  

The flags were sponsored by groups and individuals in the area with part of the proceeds 

going to the Healing Field Foundation for the purchase of the flags and to the Foundation for 



the Tri-State Community. The Foundation is overseeing fundraising for a bell tower that will 

sit next to the grave of Dr. Paul Ambrose. Ambrose died in American Airlines Flight 77 that 

crashed at the Pentagon on September 11.  

  

Brady says the reaction from the community has been exciting for the Park Board. 

  

“I’ve been in parks and recreation for a long time, I’ve never been involved in anything that 

is as powerful as this is,” Brady said. “We’ve seen people that have come out here and knelt 

down and obviously prayed and cried. It really does have some very special almost spiritual 

power.”  

  

The cemetery and the Healing Field have hosted events throughout the week including a 

march to the field by Marshall University students, a memorial service on Saturday and a 

day of reflection and remembrance on Sunday. 

  

Mary Ann Haldeman works for the Greater Huntington Park and Recreation Board and says 

even as she’s worked throughout the week at the cemetery the flags haven’t lost their effect 

on her. 

  

“For me personally it’s been extremely emotional and very powerful,” Haldeman said. “I’ve 

brought my, my family has actually been up here almost every night because it’s so unique 

and I just think it’s good for people to get out and remember.” 

  

As Karen Lucas visited the Healing Field Friday she said it made her think about the people 

whose lives were suddenly taken. 

  

“It just, it takes you back and makes you think about your own life and so unsuspecting 

they were that day,” Lucas said.  

  

Flag sponsors can pick up their flags at the cemetery today.  

 


