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 Mission: 343 Field of Honor, which will  
raise 343 flags in the memory of  
firefighters and paramedics who died  
responding at the World Trade Center on  
Sept. 11, 2001, took shape this morning at  
Ontario Beach Park. 
 
From Sept. 6 to Sept., 11, the flags will fill  
the park, from the carousel to the shelters,  
as part of the commemoration of the 10th  
anniversary of the terrorist attacks. 
 
County Executive Maggie Brooks and three  
others each raised a flag to symbolize the  
total that will stand in the park for a week.  
Each flag will have the name of a firefighter  
who died at the towers. 
 
"Firefighters are trained to see flames and  
run toward them," she said. "But one can  
only imagine the task before the 343 brave  
souls serving the fire department of New  
York City arriving at what we know today as  
Ground Zero. They gave their lives so that  
others would survive." 
 

 

 

The flags flown today will be taken down  
and volunteers will place all the flags on  
Sept. 6. 
 
Mission: 343 is organized by Operation  
Patriot Foundation, Inc., which pays tribute  
to firefighters, law enforcement, emergency  
responders and military forces, through  
fundraisers for organizations that represent  
them. 
 
Each of the 343 flags can be sponsored.  
Proceeds go to the Finger Lakes Regional  
Burn Association, which supports people  
who've been injured in fires. Funds will  
support programs that serve firefighters  
injured in the line of duty. 
 
For more, go to www.mission343.org or   
www.operationpatriot.org. 
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